
 

Ma Jumpin' June Bug! 

WELCOME TO THE SDG POTOMAC LOCAL NETWORK (PLN) 
Spotlight 

ERIKA THIMEY 

 The Erika Thimey Dance Co. will be dancing at 

First Unitarian Church of Chicago 

Wednesday, June 29, 7:00 pm 

Celebrating the 175th Anniversary of the 1st service in this church. 

Erika Thimey began her liturgical dance legacy at this church in 1932. 

For those who could not make it to see Erika Thimey's work in May... 

A PLN REVIEW OF 

 A Fear Not of One, But of Many 

Saturday, May 14th, 2011 6:00 pm 

Kennedy Center 

Millenium Stage 

Stupendous was the performance of Erika Thimey's work by U of MD's 

School of Theatre, Dance, and Performance Studies. The dancers clearly 

conveyed Thimey's choreographed version of political thoughts, words, 

and deeds being directed by fear and fear alone.  Even more poignant was 

the clarity with which Thimey's original choreography invoked a calling of 

the political to be commensurately spiritual. 

Perhaps it is too frank to state but it did seem to me that the contemporary 

dance offerings in the program were demonstrations of athletic prowess 



and sentiment rather than an invocation to the soul to be lifted to a higher 

consciousness.  

After the performance, PLN colleague Kathryn Sparks and I met with PLN 

colleague Sharon Werth who is a Thimey translator extraordinaire and is 

responsible with Raye LeValley for successfully restaging this Thimey 

work for the UMD Millenium performance. We all agreed that the 

performance was as powerful now as then. 

  

CHANGE THE DATE! 

Last month's email incorrectly listed a July 16th date for the 

Potomac Local Network Mini-Festival 

The correct date is JULY 30
TH

 2011 

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED FLYER AND REGISTRATION 
FORM! 

Thank you one and all from Fredericksburg for shining so 
brilliantly. 

Fredericksburg United Methodist Church 

308 Hanover Street 

Fredericksburg, VA 22401 

  

MORE INFORMATION TO COME! 

  

  

  



REMINDER! 

  

SACRED DANCE JOURNEY OCTOBER 5-9 2011! 

Sedona and the Grand Canyon 

This is a Sacred Dance Guild Event! 

CHECK IT OUT: 

 http://www.sacreddanceguild.org/journeys.php 

# 

 

IDEAS FOR YOU! 

 

ARENA STAGE in Washington, DC sponsors youth ensembles for theater 

performances that can easily be adapted to sacred dance. The performances I saw 

last week were the culmination of a project called The Voices of NOW. The 

originator, Ashley Foreman, has drawn youth from several local schools along with 

youth from the District's child welfare system. Each of the ten ensembles was able 

to explore individual theatrical and dramatic skill sets.  The performances lasted 

over several days but I only went one night so I was only blessed by three. 

 

Here's how it worked:  first, each ensemble received a title for their future 

performance. Then the ensembles individually explored their assigned titles 

through writing, improvisation, movement and discussion. 

 

The result was pretty cool! The District's Jefferson Middle School Ensemble 

performed to the title "Grounded" and included a very humorous exploration of 

various possibilities of the first time in history a youth was "grounded". There were 

several versions but the earliest historical reference was a youth who was grounded 

http://www.sacreddanceguild.org/journeys.php


after drawing on someone else's cave wall. Ultimately, the ensemble's 

understanding of the word "grounded" matured from cave walls to a synonym for 

spiritual balance. 

"Reckless Abandon" was the title given to the Youth Empowerment Ensemble, the 

youth in the foster care system run by my employer, the District's Child and Family 

Services Agency. The performance was, gosh, a painful performance to watch 

because no matter how hard we try to change our behavior, we are STILL failing 

to provide these youth with their most sacred needs: respect and protection. 

The Key Middle School from Springfield, Virginia performed to the given title, 

"Leave Your Mark". Their performance was mature and thoughtful from the 

beginning. These were the youngest performers, recognizing how life so easily 

leaves its marks on humans, and how each of us also leaves a mark. 

This wonderfully creative approach could work well with sacred dance! 

 

ALL YEAR LONG 

 Membership Dues 

International - 1 year - $50 

US and International - 2 years - $80 

Senior - $35 

Student - $25 

Group - 1 year - $90 

Lifetime - $1000 

  

Sacred Dance Guild 

550M Ritchie Highway, #271 

Severna Park, MD  21146. 

We accept MasterCard, Visa, checks in US Funds, and money orders. 

 


