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In 1973 a group of people from several countries gathered within the Palais de 
l'UNESCO in Paris to found the International Dance Council. A world-wide organization 
for the art of Music existed since many years, as well as another one for Theater, so it 
was natural to think that Dance should have its own 
highest body. 
  
The founding fathers and mothers were active in 
ballet and modern dance, so subsequent members 
continued to be distinguished dancers, 
choreographers and dance teachers from these 
areas, mainly Europeans. Famous German 
choreographer Kurt Jooss was elected as President.  
  
Much later, starting from 1999, membership was opened to personalities from other 
forms of dance: traditional, contemporary, tango, Indian, therapeutical, Oriental etc. 

Now one can say that CID is truly representative when it 
comes to dance idioms, geographical areas and 
functions. Scholars constitute a high proportion: 
university professors, holders of doctor's degrees, 
authors of dance books, researchers. Organizations 
such as federations, unions, university departme
associations or regional groupings remain as the most 
important category of members.  
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The CID portal is a useful tool for anyone in the industry; it contains the full list of 
members, as well as books they have authored and magazines they publish. The most 
commonly used feature is the Global Dance Directory containing over 300,000 dance 
professionals in 200 countries, a unique achievement among all the arts and sciences. 
Dance Day is the most well-known program, celebrated in every part of the globe. 
  
Every professional active in dance is invited to 
apply for membership, candidates are admitted 
after evaluation of their profile or after nomination 
by another member. The number of members 
grows constantly, as a proof of vitality and 
openness. 
  
Dance Day 2013 is dedicated to the 40th 
anniversary of CID. The stronger CID becomes 
the more dancers will feel united and empowered.  
 
Alkis Raftis, President of the International Dance Council CID, UNESCO, Paris 



  
 
1.  The official message for Dance Day is mailed to 
over 100,000 dance professionals in 200 countries. It 
is translated to dozens of languages. Please ask for a 
translation, or translate the message to the language 
of your country; send it to dance organizations and the 
media. You can find guidelines and previous 
messages at  www.cid-portal.org 
  
2.  World Dance Day, every year on 29 April, established in 1982 and promoted by CID, 
aims at attracting attention to the art of dance. It is celebrated by millions of dancers 
around the globe. On that day, dance companies, dance schools, organizations and 
individuals, professionals as well as amateurs, organize an activity addressing an 
audience different from their usual one. 
  
3. The International Dance Council is the official organization for all forms of dance in all 
countries of the world. 
-  CID is recognized by UNESCO, national and local governments, international 
organizations and institutions. 
-  Its members are the most prominent federations, associations, schools, companies 
and individuals active in dance in more than 150 countries. 
-  CID was founded in 1973 within the UNESCO headquarters in Paris, where it is 
based. 
-  UNESCO is the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. 
 

 
  
Visit the official website for Dance Day 
https://sites.google.com/site/dancedayofficialsite/ 
and send announcement of your event to be posted there 
   
Ask for the CID logo to be sent to you, to be used for Dance Day events 
  
International Dance Council - CID - Conseil International de la Danse 
UNESCO,  1 rue Miollis, FR-75732 Paris, France 
www.cid-portal.org                ExecSec@CID-portal.org 
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