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Waves of dancers clad in hues of blue and green 
wafted across the stage, drawn by angelic voices 
chanting “Alleluia” to the melody of Pachelbel’s 
beloved Canon in D.  Our patterns, introduced in 
canon, advanced, turned, crossed over, merged, and 
finally resolved in harmonious concentric circles of 
unity and grace. 
 
This beautiful dance, presented July 27 at the Festival 
Concert of the Sacred Dance Guild Festival 2010, 
was based on the 1986 choreography by Erika 
Thimey (1910-2006), a 20th century pioneer of 
liturgical dance, and presented at the concert in honor 
of her centennial.  
 
The performers had been participants in a Festival workshop, Let the Alleluias Ascend, 
led by Josephine Nicholson and Sharon Werth, co-directors of the Erika Thimey Dance 
Company, a group that preserves the choreography of Thimey.  Jo and Sharon were 
assisted by other dancers from the company as they taught us the intricate patterns.  

 
From the moment I read the description of the 
workshop, months before the Festival,  
I knew I had to participate. Not only because the 
evocative Pachelbel music is one of my 
favorites, but also because I felt this was an 
historic occasion, a testimonial in motion to one 
of the most significant leaders in the world of 
sacred dance.  
 
At the rehearsals, dancers were separated into 

different groups, and each learned several sequences of movements, but performed them 
in a different order. Once each group understood its part, we ran the whole dance, which 
is a movement canon paralleling the musical structure.  It was incredibly inspirational 
when all the parts flowed alongside, though, and around each other and finally surged 
together as one.   



 
Thimey’s dance struck me as a metaphor for the entire, and still continuing, history of 
sacred dance. Various groups of sacred dancers throughout time are “dancing their parts” 
in their space. Some go before others. Some dance at the same time. Some will start later.  
But in that timeless mystery where dance lives, we all meet, connect, move on, and 
eventually converge in the blessed spheres defined in sacred dance history as  the “ring 
dance of the angels.”  Thank you Jo and Sharon, and fellow dancers.  Most of all, thank 
you Erika. Happy 100th.  
 
Erika Thimey was born in Germany where she  studied dance with the renowned Mary Wigman. 
She later pursued her dance career in the United States, teaching modern dance at studios in Chicago and 
Washington, D.C. and at Howard University. Thimey was often compared with Ruth St. Denis in her efforts 
to fuse modern dance with worship.  Her choreographic canon is presented by the Erika Thimey Dance 
Company.  For more information on Thimey and events and activities to mark her centennial, visit 
www.sacreddanceguild.org 
 
Read more about the Erika Thimey Centennial 
 
See more photos from the performance 
 

http://www.sacreddanceguild.org/thimeycentennial.php
http://www.sacreddanceguild.org/festivalslideshows/centennial/

