
Elaine Friedrich  
(1914-2010) 

 
 Recipient of the Sacred Dance Guild Lifetime Achievement Award  

 
Elaine Friedrich, a co-founder of the Sacred Dance Guild Southern 
California Chapter and recipient of the SDG Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2004, made her transition from this life on October 12 at the 
age of 96.  “She will be missed,” said Stella Matsuda of the Chapter.  
“Even just a few months ago, Elaine was still vitally interested in dance 
and in all the news about dance, not just sacred dance but all dance.”   
 
Elaine had acted as regional director in California before SDG 
organized nationally. She also served on the Board of the Alleluia 
Dance Theater and was recognized at the 2003 SDG Festival during 
the "Paths of Honor" for her dedication and contributions to SDG. 
 
A lifelong dancer, Elaine was only a junior high school student when she started teaching dance 
to neighborhood children for 10 cents apiece. In college, she fell in love with modern dance and 
took classes with Jose Limon and Ruth St. Denis. Years later, she became a great advocate of 
liturgical dance.  According to her son, Rev. Jim Friedrich, Elaine was still doing Tai Chi in her 
nineties.  
 
Early Years and Ministry 
Elaine Mohr was born and raised in Red Wing, Minnesota, attended Northwestern University, 
and married the Rev. James K. Friedrich, who took his young wife and their baby to Hollywood 
in 1937 to become the pioneer of Christian filmmaking. One account notes they worked on the 
same set where “Gone With the Wind” was being filmed. Elaine also assisted her husband’s film 
ministry – everything from costuming to scriptwriting. After his death in 1966, she served on the 
Board of Trustees of Cathedral Films for many years.  
 
In the late sixties, she became involved with the ministry of the Evangelical Home for Girls in 
Ramallah, in the West Bank of Palestine. She lived and taught there in the early seventies, and 
acted as their North American representative into the 1980’s. The faithful witness of the 
Ramallah sisters, and the beautiful Palestinian children she worked with, were life-changing for 
her, deepening her faith and inspiring her passion for justice and peace. In her later years, she 
participated in people-to-people peace programs in Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union, and 
faithfully attended the silent peace vigils of the “People in Black” on the streets of Santa 
Barbara. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Active Churchwoman 
Elaine was very active in her parish communities, at St. Michael’s in 
Studio City (which she helped found), All Saints in Beverly Hills, St. 
Augustine’s in Santa Monica, St. Patrick’s in Thousand Oaks, and 
Trinity in Santa Barbara. She was also a great friend of the Holy Cross 
brothers at Mt. Calvary. Over the years she taught Sunday school, led 
prayer groups, worked in church feeding programs, participated in 
base communities, and taught liturgical dance. She was president o
the Episcopal Church Women of the diocese 1964-67, as well as
member of local councils of Church Women United. 
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Elaine leaves three children: Marilyn Robertson, a poet and songwriter, 
Martha Stevens, a storyteller and painter, and the Rev. James L. 
Friedrich, a priest, filmmaker, teacher, and liturgical creative. There are 
also three grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.  
 
Requiem Service 
The Requiem eucharist for Elaine Friedrich will be held on All Saints Sunday, November 7, at  
1 p.m. at Trinity Episcopal Church, 1500 State Street in Santa Barbara, California. And, as she 
requested, there will be liturgical dance.  
 
Photos from the Memorial Service 
 
Elaine’s Final Week: A Reflection by Rev. Jim Friedrich, Elaine’s son. 
 
More Images of Her Life 
 
A Letter from Elaine:  Only a week before her passing, Elaine took the time to write a note to 
Toni Intravaia, longtime editor of the SDG Journal, commenting on Toni’s retirement from that 
post.  The letter, from one longtime member to another, contains warm recollections of SDG 
and of some of its most beloved members. Toni shares this lovely letter with all of us.  
 
SoCal Chapter Member Lana Spraker's 2003 Tribute to Elaine 
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