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Arts & Leisure

 Colony Mill Marketplace, Keene, NH 03431
 M S 10-9  Sun. 11-6  352-8815  

 Lorden Plaza, Milford, NH 03055
 M-F 9-9. Sat. 1-5. Sun. 11-5  673-1734

 T HE  T OADSTOOL  B OOKSHOPS

 83102

 12 Depot Square, Peterborough, NH 03458 M-F 10-6, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4  
 924-3543  www.toadbooks.com

 PLEASE JOIN US!

 C ELEBRATE  A PRIL , N ATIONAL  P OETRY  M ONTH

 WENDELL SMITH
 I NTRODUCING , R ECITING , A ND  R EADING  F ROM

 MAXIMUM SECURITY WARD AND OTHER POEMS
 THE POETRY OF RAMON GUTHRIE
 SATURDAY APRIL 25TH AT 11 AM

 A T  O UR  S TORE  I N  P ETERBOROUGH
 RAMON GUTHRIE (1896-1973) was one of the most truly original American poets of our century. An 

 expatriate writer of the 1920’s, he was a member of the Dartmouth French department from 1930 to 196 5. As a 
 poet he only came into his own in the 1960’s - but at a time when he was over-shadowed by other poet s of the 
 Left such as Allen Ginsberg and Adrienne Rich. The republication of his works brings back a book “wh ose 
 importance will become clearer and clearer as time passes” -  NYT Book Review. 

   Maximum Security Ward , published in 1970, recounts the indignities of an old and physically helpless 
 patient in an intensive care unit. The poet’s  “barbed pen…should be required reading for every medical student and 
 hospital staff member”  writes Sally Gall editor of the collection.

 Now a doctor himself, Wendell Smith first met Guthrie in 1960 at Dartmouth when they were both 
 members of the “Thursday Poets”, an                                                     informal  gr oup of writers. He has been 
 reading his poetry ever since. 83098

 MCELC is open year round, located on Route 202S, Peterborough, NH 

 Please call 532-6021
 for more information
 MCELC has been offering educational 
 opportunities to young children in the 

 Monadnock Region since 1970

                   E.O.P & E.O.E.

 Monadnock Community Early Learning Center  is THROWING 
 A HUGE, COMMUNITY RUMMAGE SALE!   Are You

          Ready To Rummage?!?!   Then come to  MCELC’s

 Saturday, May 2, 2009 9-2pm at MCELC
 Located on Route 202 South on Community Lane in Peterborough

 Rain or 
 Shine!

 ROCKIN’ RUMMAGE SALE! ROCKIN’ RUMMAGE SALE!

 Furniture • Framed Art • Household 
 items • Toys • Books • Clothing 
 Trinkets • Treasures, and More!

 Also,
 A  Bodacious  Bake
  Sale and  Luscious

 Lemonade, and
 A Children’s Art 
 Sidewalk Sale

Lehman’s last song: ‘Best of all worlds’
Monadnock Chorus
conductor Carroll
Lehman leafs through
a score at his office at
Keene State College.
The chorus will perform
the Verdi Requiem
May 2 and 3, concluding
their 50th anniversary
season and Lehman’s
20-year tenure with
the chorus.
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Carroll Lehman, retiring conductor of the Mon-
adnock Chorus, will be going out on a prover-
bial high note after his 20 years on the job. The

chorus’s spring concert will be Verdi’s Requiem, pop-
ular with chorus members and Lehman’s own fa-
vorite piece of music.

“You have great orchestra, great operatic solo and
great chorus parts,” Lehman says of the Verdi piece.
“You put those three together you have the best of all
worlds.”

This will be Lehman’s third time conducting the
Verdi Requiem, a fact he says was beyond his wildest
dreams when he first sang the piece in graduate
school.

“I thought, ‘I can die now, I’ve just sang the best
thing in the world,’ never dreaming I would have a
chance to conduct it,” he says.

Lehman’s 20th year with the chorus also corre-
sponds with the Monadnock Chorus’s 50th anniver-
sary. Lasting for half a century is a rare feat for a
community chorus, according to Lehman, but he
says this one has survived because of Peterborough
and the surrounding region’s appreciation for music
and the arts. He names the Peterborough Players,
the Sharon Arts Center and Monadnock Music as ex-
amples of the caliber of arts organizations Peterbor-
ough can support.

Lehman’s memories of the chorus include four
overseas trips, performing at Carnegie Hall and con-
ducting some of the best choral masterworks.

VERDI’S REQUIEM
The performances will be at
7:30 p.m. on May 2 at
Keene State College and at
3 p.m. on May 3 at the
Town House in Peterborough.
Tickets are $20 at the door
or $17 in advance.

Sharing her
life of dance

BY DAVE EISENSTADTER
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript Staff

Temple resident Mary Jane Wolbers, a life-
long dancer and winner of the 2008 Na-
tional Dance Association Heritage

Award, hopes to dispel the notion that dancing
is just for the few. On April 29 for International
Dance Day, she will hold a workshop at the
Mariposa Museum in which she hopes every-
one will dance.

“I have asked that there be no spectators,”
Wolbers says. “I don’t want people to come
watch dance. I want people to experience
dance.”

Now 86, Wolbers has spent most of her life
teaching dance and has specialized in what she
calls “sacred dance.” Dancing in churches and
other places of worship as far away as Japan

and Hong Kong, Wolbers links dance with spiri-
tuality.

“Dance was the first form of worship,” Wol-
bers says. “It was before anything was written.
It was before spoken language. It’s a very an-
cient art form and it doesn’t require anything
extra. The body is all that you need.”

At Wednesday’s workshop, Wolbers has no
firm plan, but several ideas. Having been
trained in many forms of dance, Wolbers is hap-
py to improvise based upon the people who
show up.

“I will be doing a combination of everything
that I am,” Wolbers says. “I’ve been trained in
Denishawn and modern dance, which encour-
ages you to take off your shoes and move
around in your bare feet and express yourself. 
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Mary Jane Wolbers sits in her kitchen in Temple Tuesday in the
house where she grew up. A nationally recognized lifetime dance
instructor, Wolbers will hold a workshop Wednesday at the
Mariposa Museum for International Dance Day.

Temple’s Mary Jane Wolbers has 70 years of teaching experience
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At the age of 15,
Mary Jane Wolbers
was teaching ballroom
classes while attending
Appleton Academy in
New Ipswich. Here she
poses for a publicity
photo advertising the
classes.

�Turn to CHORUS......................................Page 18


